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-members of the society. The annual election of the secretary 
took place and Mr. Edward J. Blackett was appointed to the I
post.

BRITISH ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC SOCIETY.-A
,provincial meeting of this society will be held at Leicestel
in the library of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion building on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,
.July 26th, 27th, and 28th, at 10.30 A.M. on each
day. The programme, which will be found in full in
- our advertisement columns, includes a discussion on the
Present Position of the Treatment of Carcinoma and
Sarcoma by Electrical Methods, which will be opened
’by Dr. H. Lewis Jones ; a paper on Neurasthenia by the
President, Dr. Donald Baynes ; a paper, illustrated with
lantern slides, on the X Rays in the Diagnosis of Pulmonary
Disease, by Dr. A. Stanley Green ; and a paper on

Stereoscopic Radiography, illustrated with lantern slides,
by Mr. A. D. Reid. Dr. Lewis Jones will give a further
report on the Milliamperemeter as a Measure of X Ray Pro-
duction. All medical men are invited to attend the meetings
and to take part in the discussions and tho-’e wishing to read
.papers or to bring forward communications should address
themselves to the nonorary secretary, Dr. E. Reginald Morton,
22, Queen Anne-street, Cavendish-square, London, W.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-The following
ris the list of scholarships awarded at the above-mentioned
hospital :-The Jeaffreson entrance exhibition in arts, K. C.
Bomford. The junior entrance scholarships in science, T. S.
Lukis and G. R. Lynn (the preliminary scientific exhibi-
tion). The senior entrance scholarships in science, E. P.
Cumberbatch and G. Graham. The Shuter entrance

scholarship in the subjects of the Cambridge second M.B.
-examination, R. B. Seymour Sewell. After entrance.-The
junior scholarships in chemistry, physics, and histology,
T. L. Bomford and H. H. King. The junior scholar-

ships in anatomy and biology, A. P. Fry and R. R. Smith. 
The treasurer’s prize in practical anatomy, T. S. Lukis;
- certificates of proficiency to G. R. Lynn, R. R. Smith, A. P.
Fry, and A. L. Weakley. The Foster prize in senior

practical anatomy, T. L. Bomford ; certificates of pro-
ficiency to F. C. Serle, R. B. Price, and A. L. Chandler.
The Harvey prize in practical physiology (in memory of Dr.
William Harvey, physician to the hospital, the discoverer
of the circulation of the blood), A. E. Gow ; certificate of
proficiency to A. J. S. Fuller. The senior scholarships in
anatomy, physiology, and chemistry, E. M. Woodman. The
Wix prize, W. B. Grandage. The Hichens prize, F. W. W.
’Griffin. The Bentley prize for reports of cases in the surgical
wards, P. L. Guiseppi; prox. accessit., C. A. Stidstone.
The Sir George Burrows prize in pathology, J. G. Gibb. The

’Skynner prize in regional and morbid anatomy, including
’their reference to scarlet fever and rheumatic fever, J. G.
Gibb. The Matthew Duncan prizes, G. C. E. Simpson
(medal and first prize) and P. L. Guiseppi and E. H. Shaw
(equal, second prize). The Kirkes scholarship and gold medal
in clinical medicine, J. G. Watkins and J. K. Willis (equal).
The Willett medal for operative surgery, H. W. Wilson.
The Walsham prize for surgical pathology, E. H. Shaw.
The Brackenbury scholarship in surgery, H. W. Wilson.
The Brackenbury scholarship in medicine, C. W. Hutt. The
Lawrence scholarships and gold medal in medicine, founded
.by the children of the late Sir William Lawrence, surgeon to
 the Hospital, and father of the late treasurer of the hospital,
E. H. Shaw. 

________________

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

Withdrawat of th Lunacy Bill.
THE Government has withdrawn the Lunacy Bill, It was " blocked"

 by Sir JOHN BATTY TUKE, Dr. HUTCHINSON, and Sir WALTER FOSTER.

The Medical Act (1886) Amendment Bill.
This Bill, which was explained in THE LANCET of July 15th, was

Tead a third time in the House of Commons on Tuesday and was sent
to the House of Lords. 

-

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
FRIDAY. JULY 14TH.

The Royal Arnay ifedieal Corps (Volunteers).
Sir WALTER FOSTRR asked the Secretary of State for War whether, in

view of the fact that the Army Council had refused honours in connexion
with the South African war to the Royal Army Medical Corps (Volun-
teers), and that war honours had been granted to numerous volunteer
’corps which sent contingents to the war, he would state what was the

average strength of the contingents sent ; and whether, in view of the
fact that the eight divisions of Royal Army Medical Corps (Volunteers
in various parts of the country contributed to medical units during the
war some 650 officers and men, amounting to two-fifths of their
strength, the Army Council would reconsider its decision.-Mr.
ARNOLD-FoRSTER replied: It is not the custom to award honours to
any but corps of cavalry and infantry, as it is accepted as a fact that at1
the other branches of the army have contributed in some measure to
every honour which is recorded on colour or accoutrement. Accordingly,
no honours for South Africa were awarded to artillery, engineer, army
service, or medical corps, regular or auxiliary.

MONDAY, JULY 17TH.
Fees payable to Public Vaccinators.

Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the President of the Local Government Board
whether he proposed to issue an order giving effect to the recom-
mendations of the departmental committee which sat to consider the
fees payable to public vaccinators ; and, if so, when the order was to
be issued.-Mr. GERALD BALFOUR replied: The Local Government
Board has not at present arrived at a decision upon the recom-

mendations of the committee. Effect could only be partially given to
them by means of an order.

Guardians and 3lidwifery Orders.
Sir WALTER FOSTER asked the President of the Local Government

Board whether he was aware that in some cases difficulty had arisen
from poor women being unable to obtain assistance in their confine-
ments in consequence of unregistered midwives having been warned
not to attend such cases and no others being available ; and whether,
in these circumstances, he would issue an order pointing out to the
boards of guardians the duty of the relieving officers to grant mid-
wifery orders to women destitute of the means of procuring medical
attendance.-Mr. GERALD BALFOUR answered : No case of the kind
referred to has been brought to my notice. If the honourable Member
is aware of any such cases and will furnish me with particulars of them
I will cause inquiry to be made and will consider what action should be
taken.

The Medical and Dental Examination of Volunteers.
Sir HOWARD VINCENT asked the Secretary of State for War whether,

having regard to the amount of time that would be required for the
medical and dental examination of the volunteer force for active service
demanded by his recent circular, and to the paucity of medical officers
and the calls upon their professional time, he would authorise a fee of
5s. to be paid for such examination or the equivalent honorarium for
the examination of a recruit for the Army by a civil practitioner; and
further, whether the volunteers themselves would be reimbursed their
expenses in travelling to and from the medical and dental centre.-Mr.
ARNOLD-FoRSTER said : There is no reason to suppose that the services
will appreciably add to the expenditure of volunteer corps and it is not
proposed to grant any special allowance. The matter, however, is
receiving consideration.

TUESDAY, JULY 18TH.
The Army and Navy Vaccine Institute.

Mr. WEIR asked the Secretary of State for War what quantity of
glycerinated calf lymph was produced annually in the Army Vaccine
Institute, the number of calves operated on, and whether they
were sold for human food or utilised in the military kitchens.-Mr.
ARNOLD-FoRSTER answered : The annual average amount of glycerin-
ated calf lymph produced at the Army and Navy Vaccine Institute is
sufficient to vaccinate 125,280 persons and the average annual number
of calves operated on is 30. The calves are slaughtered and post-mortem
examinations are made in each case before the carcasses are sold to the
public. They are not utilised in military kitchens.

Appointments. +
Successful applicants for Vacancies, Secretaries of Public Institutions,

and others possessing information suitable for this column, are
invited to forward to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thursday morning qf each
week, such information for gratuitous publication.

ANDERSON, J. WILLIAM, M.B., has been appointed Medical Officer to
the Helston (Cornwall) Dispensary.

BELL, W. BLAIR, M.D., B.S. Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng., has been appointed
Assistant Gynaecological Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, Liver-
pool.

BULLEID, EDGAR G., M.D., has been appointed Clinical Assistant to the
Chelsea Hospital for Women.

COOMBS, CAREY, M.D., B.S.Lond., has been appointed Honorary
Physician to Out-patients, Royal Hospital for Sick Children and
Women. Bristol.

DANIEL, PETER L., F.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond., has been appointed
Assistant Surgeon to Charing Cross Hospital.

EASON, H. L., M.D., M.S.Lond., has been appointed Assistant Oph-
thalmic Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital.

Fox. JOHN ALFRED, L.R.C.P. Lond., L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., L.F.P.S.
Glasg., L.S.A. Lond., has been appointed pro tem. Medical Officer
for the Marazion District of the Penzance Union.

HALL, Oo2amus, L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glasg., D.P.H.
R.C.P.S. Irel., has been appointed Medical Officer of Health of
Devonport.

MAYNARD, F. P., Major, I.M.S., has been appointed to act as Oph-
thalmic Surgeon and Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery in the
Medical College, Calcutta.

MUDD, F. B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., has been appointed House
Surgeon to the Johannesburg Hospital.

QuEELY, J. E. ST. GEORGE, L.R.C.P. Irel., L.S.A.. has been appointed
Medical Officer, Obenemasi G. M., Ashantee, West Africa.

RUTHERFORD, V. H., M.A., M.B. Cantab., has been appointed Medical
Officer to the Electrical Light and X Ray Department, St. John,
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin.

SAULTER, W. W., M.D., C.M., has been appointed Clinical Assistan:
to the Chelsea Hospital for Women.

YOUNG, ROBERT ARTHUR, M.D., F.R.C.P. Lond., has been appoint
Assistant Physician to the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases
of the Chest, Brompton.
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Darancies.
For further information regarding each vacancy reference should be

made to the advertisement (see Index).

BATH ROYAL UNITED HOSPITAL.-Resident Medical Officer. Salary
B100 per annum, with board, lodging, and washing.

BIRKENHEAD BOROUGH HOSPITAL.-Senior House Surgeon.
BIRMINGHAM, GRAVELLY HILL, ASTON UNION WORKHOUSE AND 

ICO’l’TAGE HOMES.&mdash;Resident Assistant Medical Officer. Salary 
.E120 per annum, with apartments, rations, and washing.

BRITISH HOSPITAL, Buenos Aires. - House Surgeon, unmarried, for
three years’ contract. Salary JB200, .E250, and &pound;300, with board,
apartments, &c.

CARLISLE NON-PROVIDENT DISPENSARY.-Resident Medical Officer.
Salary &pound;150 per annum, with apartments.

GROCERS’ COMPANY.-Two Scholarships for Original Research in
Sanitary Science. Value k300 a year.

HARTS HILL, STOKE-UPON TRENT, NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE INFIRMARY
AND EYE HOSPITAL.-Senior House Surgeon. Salary &pound;100 per
annum, with apartments, board, and washing.

HASTINGS, ST. LEONARDS AND EAST SUSSEX HOSPITAL.-Assistant
House Surgeon for six months. Honorarium 10 guineas, with
residence. board, and washing.

KENSINGTON WORKEHOUSE AND INFIRMARY, Marloes-road, W.-Second
Assistant Resident Medical Officer. Salary .E80 per annum, with
apartments, board, and washing.

’KENT AND CANTEHBURY HOSPITAL.-Honorary Physician.
LANCASHIRE Cot’NTY AsYLUM, Winwick, Warrington.-Assistant

Medical Officer. unmarried. Salary JB1&0 per annum, rising to
.&350, with apartments, board, attendance, and washing.

LANCASTER, ROYAL INFIRIIARY,-HOUSE Surgeon, unmarried, Salary
&pound;100 per annum, with residence, board, attendance, and washing.

LEEDS, UNIVERSITY OF, FACULTY OF MEDICINE.-Demonstrator of
Bacteriology. Salary &pound;150 per annum.

LEICESTER INFIRMARY.&mdash;Two Assistant House Surgeons for six
months. Salary at rate of &pound;50 per annum, with board, lodging,
and washing.

LiSCARD, WALLASEY DISPENSARY AND VICTORIA CENTRAL HOSPITAL.-
House Surgeon, unmarried. Salary .ElOO, with apartments, board,
and service.

MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE COUNTY ASYLUM.&mdash;Junior Assistant Medical
Officer, unmarried. Salary .E140, rising to &pound;160, with apartments,
board, and washing.

MANCHESTER, VICTORIA UNIVERSITY.-Junior Demonstrator in
Physiology. Salary &pound;100, rising to B150 per annum.

METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD FEVER AND SMALL-POX HOSPITALS.-
Assistant Medical Officers, unmarried. Salary oC180 per annum,
rising to JE240, with board, lodging, and washing.

MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL, W.-Emden Research Scholarship for -Cancer
Investigation, tenable for one year. Value .S100.

NORTH-EASTERN HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney-road, E.-Resi-
dent Medical Officer. Salary oClOO per annum, with board, resi-
dence, and washing.

POPLAR HOSPITAL FOR ACCIDENTS, Poplar, E.-Assistant House Sur-
geon for six months. Salary at rate of 280 per annum, with board
and residence.

RAMSGATE GENERAL HOSPITAL AND THE RAMSGATE AND ST.
LAWRENCE DISPENSARY.-Resident Medical Officer, unmarried.
Salary 2100 per annum, with apartments, board, and attendance.

ROXBURGH DISTRICT ASYLUM, Melrose, N.B.-Assistant Medical
Ufficer. Salary &pound;140 per annum, with board, rooms, &c.

SHEFFIELD, CHILDREN’S S HOSPITAL (OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT).-
House Surgeon. Salary &pound;70 per annum, with board, lodging, and
washing.

VENTNOR, ROYAL NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION.-Senior
Resident Medical Officer, unmarried. Salary E200 per annum, with
board and lodging.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE HOSPITAL.-House Surgeon, unmarried. Salary
R100 per annum, with board and residence.

YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING COUNTY COUNCIL.-Assistant to County
Medical Officer. Salary JE250 per annum, rising to &pound;400.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

BINGHAM.&mdash;On July 15th, at Blackwell, Alfreton, Derbyshire, the wife
of Frank M. Bingham, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., of a daughter.

BOWDEN.-On July 18th, at Bay View, Bincleaves-road, Weymouth, the
wife of Fleet-Surgeon Walter Bowden, R.N., D.S.O., of a daughter.

LENDBUM.&mdash;On July l8th, at Manchester-street, Werneth, Oldham, the
wife of John B. Lendrum, M D., of a son.

WICKHAM.&mdash;On July 9th, at Chernocke House, Fleet, Hants, the wife
of Gilbert H. Wickham, M.B., of a son.

MARRIAGE.
SHAW-WYATT.-On July 12th, at St. Mary’s. Porchester, by the

brother of the bride, Arthur Hemans Plows Shaw, M.R.C.S.Eng.,
L.K.C.P.Lond., to Mabel Agnes, second daughter of the late
Francis W. Wyatt and of Mrs. Wyatt, Porchester, Hants.

DEATHS.
GABE.-On July 16th, at Westwood. Ashby-de-la-Zouche, Leicester-

shire, Grace Winifred, the dearly beloved wife of John Rees Gabe,
M.D., M.R.C.S. Eng., of 16. Mecklenburgh-square, London, W.C.

ROPER.-At Keys House, Napton, Rugby. on the 18th inst., Henry
Roper, B.A. Cambs., M.B., B.C., aged "37. youngest son of the late
F. C. S. Roper of Palgrave House, Eastbourne. Funeral Friday,
11 A.M., at Napton. 

--

N.B.-A fee of 58. is charged for the insertion of Notices of Births,
Marriages, and Deaths.

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

IMPERTINENT ADVERTISEMENT.

Mr. J. Samuda of Samuda and Co. is an enterprising person who has
taken up the fashion of the "follow up" advertisement. The
modern advertiser knows well the advantages of "push" and
"hustle" and is quite cognisant of that weakness of human nature
which makes so many persons unable to resist a proposition which is
perpetually placed before them. More than this, if the proposition
is worded so that it appears to be a purely personal matter it is still
more attractive. We have now before us one of Mr. Samuda’s letters,
a copy of which has been sent to many medical men and which
commences thus :-

" SIR,-
"j)*e My Personal and Confidential Proposition.

"As I cannot trace any reply from you to my letter of June 6th,
it occurs to me that you may not have thoroughly understood my
proposition."

Mr. Samuda then goes on to say that his directors have determined
to make a special offer to medical practitioners distributed through-
out the British Isles and the offer is this. Mr. Samuda will supply a
medical practitioner with whatever quantity of Avoca cigars No. 6 at
30s. per 100 instead of 45s. All that Mr. Samuda asks in return is
that "those gentlemen who accept my offer will, as opportunity
arises, recommend the cigars to their friends, provided, of course,
that they give positive and absolute satisfaction." But as a further

’ 
inducement Mr. Samuda proceeds: " I have decided to present
free with the first 100 you purchase at the reduced A.D. price
a real amber solid gold-mounted cigar tube in Russian leather
case. This, of course, is a personal gift from myself." Now
we know nothing whatever of the Avoca cigars which may be
good or bad. If they are the former, medical men or any other class
would be glad to recommend them without being bribed to do so.

If they are the latter, it is a most impertinent proposition for Mr.
Samuda to offer bribes in the hope that someone will be weak enough
to accept them for doing dirty work. We note a PS. to Mr. Samuda’s
letter as follows : " All Avoca’ goods are sent post paid and any not
approved after a thorough trial can be returned at my expense." We
must confess that we cannot understand what there can be left of a

cigar to return after a thorough trial.

SINGULAR DEATH OF A BOY FROM A BLOW.

Major W. B. Arundel, coroner of Pontefract, held an inquest recently at
Ackworth upon the body of Arthur Wilson, aged 16 years, a stone-
mason’s apprentice, who met with his death in singular circum-
stances. The evidence of the boy’s friends showed that the deceased
and others met a boy named Herbert Gardham, aged 12 years, who had
been fishing and who had a rod in his hand. Wilson and Gardham
began to quarrel and after Wilson had struck Gardham several times
with his fist Gardham retaliated and struck Wilson across the region
of the stomach with the fishing-rod. Wilson stood for a second with
his hand upon his stomach, then dropped to the ground, and after
gasping twice died instantaneously. Mr. R. H. Rigby, who was called
immediately, said that he tried artificial respiration for an hour
but without avail. He made a post-mortem examination of the

body and found all the organs healthy and quite normal.
There were no external marks beyond a bruise upon the right
shin of about the size of a sixpence. None of the abdominal organs
were in the least diseased. Witness was of opinion that death was
due to syncope consequent upon the blow. He did not think it was
due to excitement. A heavy blow such as might have been given
from the fishing-rod produced would probably cause a reflex action
from the nerves of the stomach to the nerves of the heart which
would cease beating at once and death would be instantaneous. This

would especially be the case if the blow were unexpected and the
stomach was full of food as was the case. The deceased in the quarrel
might have been expecting a blow from the rod but he could not have
been expecting it where he got it or the abdominal walls would have
become rigid and probably there would have been no evil result.
The jury returned a verdict that death was due to syncope con-
sequent upon the blow given by Gardham who, by misadventure and
against his will, had caused the death of Wilson. It has long been

, known that a blow on the abdomen can cause sudden death and

yet no gross lesion may be found on opening the abdomen. In
such cases as this the fatal result is evidently occasioned by a reflex
nervous chain, the blow on the abdomen occasioning reflexly a cessa-
tion of the heart beat. The danger of blows upon the abdomen is
fully recognised by the pugilistic prohibition of blows "below the
belt," but a very simple experiment will serve to demonstrate clearly
the point. If the abdomen of a frog be flicked smartly, as by the
handle of a scalpel, the heart will be seen to cease its beats suddenly
and to resume them after a pause dependent chiefly on the severity of
the blow. It can readily be shown that the efferent channel of this
reflex arc is the vagus nerve which carries the inhibitory impulses.
A similar nervous nexus exists in higher animals between the
afferent nerves of the abdominal walls and viscera and the cardio-
inhibitory centre in the medulla oblongata.


